On the Margin of Moscow

This is, of course, not the case. It was one of the prime con-
tentions of Marx and Engels that socialist society could not be
equalitarian. It would still have to follow in important respects
the conformation of social organisms shaped by the specializa-
tions of capitalism. Different degrees of ability would be able
to command different incomes. "This equal right (in socialist
society)," says Marx in the "Critique of the Gotha Program,"
"is an unequal right for unequal work. It recognizes no class
differences because every worker ranks as a worker like his fel-
lows, but it tacitly recognizes unequal individual endowment,
and thus capacities for production, as natural privileges." (A
difficulty, indeed, in the Soviet Union seems to be to make the
people in general desire a higher standard of living strongly
enough to exert themselves to gain it. It is the purpose of the
"culture" campaign to make people seek self-improvement.)
And Lenin, on the eve of October, recapitulated, in "State and
Revolution," the teaching of Marx and Engels on this point.
It is true that it was attempted until recently to maintain a
uniform salary for Communists 5 but now this has been aban-
doned, and Communists, like other people, are divided into sev-
eral categories and paid in proportion to their services.

But Lenin himself had not only got outside class society, he
had got also beyond the kind of society where inequalities of
ability are unequally remunerated. I was told by the wife of a
commissar of her calling on Krupskaya in the Kremlin. There
were no comforts in the apartment, she said} no ornaments, ex-
cept pictures of Lenin. Preoccupied from her student days with
workers' education and agitation, after a lifetime of meager and
impermanent lodgings in all the countries of Europe, having
lost long ago with Lenin, in concentration on their all-demand-
ing vigilance for the fate of human society as a whole, any sense
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